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A Peace-making Jury, or Twelve moderate : 
Propoſitions, tending to the reconciling of the | 


preſent differences about Church-Com- 
binations betwixt the Presbyterian 
and Independent, 


Propoftion IR 


IS LL the true Organical (harches of Chriff, conffting of conug- 
WAGED ment numbers of viſible Saints, and Church-Officers joyned 
EC IA\\ together in the Fellowſhip of the Goſpel, are of (a) equal Power - 
NFEANG aud Authority, wot ſubirdinate one to another, but all colla= © 
> G22. teral and coordinate, (b) each having within it (elf tha power 
of Diſcipline entirely in cauſes particularly concerning thengs 
ſelves, and not others. * 4 
(a) It is granted that every ſ-gle Congregation hath equa! Power, one as © 
much as another, and that there is no ſubordination of one to another, ac- * 
cording to the trite and known Axiome, Par in parem non habet Imperinns, 
Jus Divinum Reg. Eccl. cap. 1 5. ſe&.3. pag. 230» 
We aftirm that no ſuch Head-Cherch (viz, as a Cathedral ) was or* . 
dained either virtually, or ataally, but that all Churches were ſingular Con» ? 
gregations, equal, [»depengent each of other in regard of ſubje&tion. Baine 
D jeces. Trial. pag 13+ | 
| (6) It isnot denied but particular Churches have within themſelves power 
of Diſcipline entirely, fo far as any caute in debate particularly and peculiar 
concerneth themielvesand not others, [xs Divinnm, cap. 15. ſet. 1, WW 
We acknowledge that a Congregation may exetCiſe all 7urisd:@/on in re | 
propria. Rutherford Due Right, pag. 3 30. : 
This is a Principle of Church-Policy, Every Politick, body of Chrift hath. 
pewer of Church-Government within it ſelf. Idem Ibid. - $ 

| NY Propol:tion IT. 

- The Conſociation of Churches w not only lawful but very 
ry, though not 10 the being, yet to the well-being of they, 


rſeful and woceſſan / 
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(4) 
* . The Conſociation of Churches is not only lawful, but very uſeful alſe, 
* T. Hooker Snrvey part. 4. cap.1.Concluſ.1. 
| Nemo (ingquit Parkerus ) quod ſciam, Eccleſia alicujns reformate alum- 
' mus, ante Hugonem Grotium, negavit Synodos eſſe neceſſariasr, quibus nos 
lors libemter profitemnr, Norton adverſus Apolon. p. 112, 
Propoſition III. | 
Thi Conſociation ts of ſeveral ſorts and degrees, ſome leſſer. ſome greater, as 
Claſſes, Synods; and theſe Provincial, National, Oecumenical, T. Hooker 
ibid. Concluſ.z. Adding, Thus far we agree. 
 Eeclepeparticulares (ut earum communio poſtulat, nernre lumen, & 4qui- 
145 regularnum, & exemplorum Scripture doceut ) poſſunt, & ſepiſſime etram 
debent confederationem, aut conſociationem mutuam inter ſe inire tn Claſſibus 
& Synedis, Ames. Medul lib. 1. cap. 39. ſea.27. 
 Propofition I V. 

In theſe Claſſes and Synods the meeting of Church-Officers of the ſeveral 
Churches is an Ordinance of Ieſus Chriſt, accempanied with his Authority 
and Power, for the helping of the Charch againſt Errours, Schiſmes, and 
Scandals, Burroughs Iren. pag.43.Cottons Keyes cap 6, 
| ' __ Propofition V. 

' | Theſe meetings may not only be conuvented upox particular aud emergent 0c- 
cafions, but alſo held ina ftated and fixed way at fuch times as the Churches 
| ſhall think, meet and expedient. 
The particulars of Time and Place being meere circumſtances of an in- 
different nature, are confclſed]y left to a prudential determination. | 
, The ftated weekely or 2zomthly mectings of the Elderſhips of particular 
- Congregations (belides occaſional ) are acknowledged warrantable and ex- 
| pedient, upon ſuppoſal of ſome Emergencies which may offer themſelves 
to conſideration at every of thoſe meetings. Par ratio of the Aforthly, or 
| Quarterly, or Annual Conventions of Claſſes or Synods. 
- Scripture mentions not apy {et CEurch-meerings ( except upon the Lords 
| day ) forpreaching the Word,cc. yet it is agreed the Churches may ap- 
| point other weekly or monthly meetings for that parpoſe. The ſame may be 
ſaid of Synodicall Aſſemblies. 


Propoſition VI. 
This Claſſical and Synodal Authority and Power is not to be uſed in 


which God hath inveſted the particular Churches with, but in a Cumulative 


| ef that power. | 
” fa Combinationeque conftituit novgm Eccleſia formam, neque tollere ant 
eee as | mInuere 
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| a privative or de ftrmttive way, to the violating or infringing of that power 


| and Perfettive way, for the regulating and helping them in the uſe and exerciſe 
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minuere ulls modo debet libertatens . IN ilam, quan Chriſtns ſais 
Eccleſtis reliquit, cnt tantun dirigende ac promovende mſervit, Ames Me- 
dulla ubi ſupra. He ENDL 
. It 1s granted that Claſſical or Sy»odal Authority cannot be by Scripture 
Introduced over a particular Church in a privative or deſtructive way to that _ 
power which God hath beſtowed upon ic : But contrarily it is affirmed that * * 
all the power of Aſſemblies which are above particular Congregations is 
Comulative, and Perfettive to the power of thole inferiour Congregations. 
Tus Divimum, cap. 15. ſet, 4. | 


Propoſition V II- 

Matters of general and common concernment, or which are not proper ts 
877e Congregation, do properly belong to ele Cogpmizance of thoſe meenmgs, 
Cnod omnes tangit ab ommbus ſuo meds traftars debet. AXioms 

Prepoſition VIII. F 

I'n matters of greater difficulty ard weight ( as viz. the calling of Amie | 


flers, excommuntcating of Aembers, &c. ) it ts expeatent and requiſite that -- 
particular Churches do adviſe and conſult with the Claſſes and S5noas reſpec- 


tively, craving their direition and concurrence , before they proceed to the exe 
erciſe of that power which is veſted in them. ; 

In matters of great moment no particular Church onght to proceed with- } 
out firlt conſulting the ſiſter Churches. Apologet, Narrat. Page IGs I 

The 24. Churches of Geneva had power of governing themſelves, but 
for greater edrfication they do voluntarily contederate not to u'e nor exerciſe 
their power, but with mutual Communication, one asking the counſel of 
another in that common Pre:bytery, Baines Diocel. Tryal. pag-21. 

Geneva made this Conſociation, not as if the Prime Charches were 189- 
perfeR, and to make one Church by this union; but becauſe though they 
were intire Churches, and had the power of Churches, yet they needed | 
this ſupport in the exerciſe of it, and that by this means the MMinifters and } 
Seniors of It might have Communion. 1dew.16biJ: 

Claſſium & S ynodorum ef,quando difficultas aliqua ſwbeſt, COMmMuni cone 


filio declarare & decernere quinam debeant excommunicari, Ames Caſ, Conf, | 


lid.4.cap.29, ſe&.23. 
Propoſition I X, | - 

In caſe of remiſs or Mal- Adminiſtration, or any ſcandal through corrup< | 
tion in Dittrine, or Practice, the Cl: ſes or Synods reſpectively may and ought 
10 take notice of the miſcariages of particular Churches being complained of to 
them, and to callthemto give an account of their waies and proceedings, which 
accordingly they in conſcience are bound to do. F 
+ nods may by the power they have from Chriſt admeniſh men oy" 


dy 


| (6) 
-* Chirches in bis name, when they ſee evils continuing in, or grewing upon 
* the Charch, and their Adworitions carry withthem the Authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Burrowghs Iren. ubi ſupra. Cottons Keyes,cap. 6. ſect. 3. pag.2 4. 

This is acknowledged to be a ſacred and undoubted principle and ſu- 
preme Law, to be obſcrved among all Churches, that a Church or Churches 
challenged to offend or d:ffer,are to {ubmit themielvs(upon the challenge of the 
offence, or complaint of the perſon wronged ) tothe molt full and open triall 
and examination by other neighbour Churches,(7e, Apeloges. Narrat. pap,17. 

Propoſition X, 
Any perſen or perſons wronged and injured by the particular Churches ma 
 £0Mplaine and appeale unto the [nagement of the ſaid Claſſes aud Synoas for the 
redreſs of their grievances, 
Cum in caufis & perſonts Eccleſiaſticus mult lites oriantur, jus eAppel- 
* Jationums neeeſſaris concedendum gums neger £ Norton Reſp. ad Apollon. pag. 
 2$13-ex Parkero, Polit. l1b.3. cap.20. Appellationes ſunt jurws divini & natu- 
: <ralts, & inomui ſocietate adnmodum xeceſſarie, propicr multorum judicum ini- 
 quitatem & ignorantiam, Whitaker Controver{.4. de Rom. Pontif. q.4. cap. 
© 2, pag. 470, Apolog.Narrat ubi ſupra, 
| Propolition X 1. 

The determinations of theſaid Cl:ſſer and Synoas, ſo far as they are agree- 
able to the word, &o bind the particular Charches, and all the members there = 
of,, and that not only materially, but Formally and Anthoritatively, (o as they 
are ebliged reverently toefteeme of them, and dutifully to ſubmit unto them, 
not only for the word, bnt alſo for the Synods fake. 

Sententia Synodica obligat direttive, novtamen Juridice, Norton Reſp. 
ad Apol, pag. 125. 
The Admonitions of Synods carry with them the Authority of Je- 
ſus Chriſt. Burroughs [ren.ubi (up> 4. 

Synads have power by the grace of Chiilt not only 60 give /ight and 
eonn(cl 11 matters of Truth and Practice, butalſo to command, and enjoine 
the things to be be/eeved and dowe. Cartons Keyes, pag. 25, 

This &%:xdivg power arifeth not enly materially from: the weight of the 
matters impoſed, ( which are neceſſary zeceſſitati precepii,trom the word, } 
» but allo forwally from the Authority of the Syned, which being an Ordinance 

of Chriſt, bindeth the mere for the Synods ſake. /dews. /bid. 
| Propofition X LI, 
9 In caſe any of the particular Churches ſhall obflinately refuſs to hearkes, 
” and /ubmit to ſuch their determinations, after all other Brotherly ava Chrifti- 
| anwaiecs aſſazed and nſed for their Reformation, they may not only withdraw 
» Communion (rom ther, but alſe declare inthe name of Teſwe Chviſt, that they 
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(7) wh 
are not to bu received inte fellowſhip with avy other of the Churches of Chriſt, 
ner ro have Communion any longer one with another a: a Church m the Ordrs | 
nances of [eſs Chriſt. Burroughs Iten. pag.43. * 

The Churches oftended may and ought, apon the impenitency of the 
Churches offending, pronounce that heavy ſentence againſt them of with- 
drawing and renouncing all Chriſtian Communion with them uotill they re- 
pent,@'c. Apolop, Narrat. par.l7. | 

Onanas autemhic vel ille eat us habendas ſit pro non Ecclefsa, penes Conct- 
lim #1 ſtats Eccl:frarnum v1 dinato, jud:cinum eſto. Norton Reſp.ad Apol.p.67. 

Integre Ecclefiz poſſunt, propter manifeſtas Hereſes, aut flagitia, damnari, 
de ferirejich. ( viz. a Claſſious aut Syyoais ) quod eff Analogum Excommunt= 
cations. Ames Confc, Cal. lib. 4. cap.-g. ſe&.26, 


ARA Vol RAR AG 
The Verdict or Reſult ofthe foreſaid Propoſitions. 


\/ Pon thele Conceſſions how eaſily,how fairly may this unhappy difference-- 
be compremiſed and taken up betwixt thele diflenting parties ? And that 
to the ſatisfaRtion and content of both, ſo as each may enjoy the ſubHarce of | 
what'is contended for. Thoſe of the Congregational way their jult privilege ©: 
of Church- Independency : And thoſe of the Claſſical way their uleful and ne- 
ccaiy luppert of a Presbyterian Pelutie, And Jet me add, both theſe with: 
out any real prejudice to that claime which a third Party maketh to a Primi-- 
rive * Prefidencie, which Beza ( and not a few. of bis | pe 
way beſides him) looketh upon as both Rational and * Entiale ſwit,o>r.quod 
Oo | ex Dev ordtaatione perpe-" * 
Scriptural, Now where ſubſtance may be had, to what ,,; mecſſe. ſuit, oft, 6 
purpoſe ſerves an eager litigation about ſhaddows? erit, ur in Prezbyterio - 
where the thing is accorded, what matters it for words? quifpiam & loco, e dig- = 
That Claſſical and Synedal Conventions are not only Fair. es _ o 
#ſeful, but zeceſſary, it iSagreed well nigh at all hands. nr al " Ee. 
What a poore quarrel 1s 1t then to contend, whether Grad, cap.:z. | 
thoſe meetings may be fated and fixed, or mult be only Tales Epiſcopos divinitus, 
emergent and occaſ:inal? That the Repreſentatives of + quaſs 1pſ1#s vr ver 
Churches conſociated have an. Authoritative pewer, ob- *3 ___ ba ek 
liging each particular Congregation to a dutiful ſubmif- 19em itid, cap. 21, 
fion to their determinations, is yeelded and acknow+ ; 
ledged by the moderate on both ſides. What matters it then whether that--- 
Obligation be looked upon as ſimply Directive, or formally Taridical? that © 
Amnthorixy (aid to be of (ounſel or Turiſdiction? So long as patticular Congre- 
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, Communitat(m quia cou- 
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is | | X on | | , I, e / 8 < JW, | | 
Yon! not hearkening to the Brotherly Admonitions of a Pre:byterated Come 
bization may be proceeded againſt, . nor only in a Negative way, by with- 
drawing the right hand of Felowſhipfrom them, but in a Poſerzve, by pro- 


- Nouncing them Nox Eccleſias, no longer worthy of the wame and privileges 


of a Church, what bootes 1t to conteſt avout the for- 


Fura probibent Eacommus: formality of a Charch-Cenſure, which ſeemeth more 


flicare Colligium, wel properly to lye againſt particular perſons, then. aggre- 


| Tingeret innoxu05 irritiri, Bated Bodies ? AWay then with theſe dividing names, © © 


- 


® Dayenaut Adhort. ad Which are made and fet as brands of infamy by thoſe 


pacem FEccleſi, cap. who underſtand them not, upon thoſe who deſerve - 
char 5. them not, Secing the Presbyterian is an [ndependent, 
4 *- aſſerting theegna), and inſome caſes extire (though not 
abſolute, which is Gods peculiar ) power of particular Congregations: And 
the dependent is, and mult be a Presbyterian, (if any thing, the word hold- 
ing forth not ſo mach as a ſhadow of any other kind of Church-Government, 
whether in the O1d Teftament or New, then what 18 managed by a Presby- 
rery,) let them henceforth be fratres in #no,Brethren in one, of one Heart, 
and one way, walking together as two which are agreed; 

& And who can tell q making uſe of theſe ſacred Combinations ( the preſent 
how much and how far -2nt whereof whileſt it is affected in ſome, and veceſi- 


the Lord may Ntrerch 
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forth the blei tated in others, ſpeaketh ſad things ef, and to the poor 
ſich a eaceehle Bog diſtrated Church of God in this Nation ) for the 
deſcendency, ro more ſtrengthning of the hands each of other agaiaſt the 
general acceprance,and common Adverſary, Satar and Antichriſt , with all 
C Counſ, etheirInſtruments and Adherents. So (hall God have the 
Church s > ir oy glory, his Church ſecnrity and peace, his Goſpel ſhall be 


1 England,in przfur ro the propagated, his people edified, growing #p ( as that ty= 
_octſe of Church- pical fabrick once did without the noiſe of 4xes and 
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Hammers ) unto an holy Temple in the Lord, Which 


E who ſodeſireth not, let Pauls Arathema Myranatha take hold of him,as be- 
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ing one that /overh nor the Lord Ieſus, let hins be had in execration unto 
death. | | 


Foe to him that ts alone, for he falleth, and there is not a ſecond to bift hin 
| ap. Eccl.4-10. | | 
Without Counſel purpoſes are diſappointed, but in the multitude of Connſel- 

lonrs they are eftabliſhed. Prov. 15-22. | 

As they went through the Cities, they delivered them the decrees for to 

keep that were ordained of the Apoſtles and Elders which were at le- 
ruſalem, and ſo wore the Co eſtabliſhed, &C.ARS 16, 4,5. 


